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March 2009  - Upcoming Events 

 The membership meeting for March will be held Saturday, March 7, 11:00 a.m. at the club.  

Bylaws will be voted on at this meeting.  

 

NOTAMs 

Dues for 2009: 

The annual regular dues are $550 

The affiliate dues are $240 

 

 Payment of regular dues is being accepted now.    Dues paid after January 31 through April 30 are 

$550. 

 
From the Left Seat 

By Susan Hillman 

 
 

Thereôs a lot coming up in March ï and much to look forward to.  Meteorological spring begins on March 

1
st
 ï with the vernal equinox occurring on March 20

th
  (yeah!), and Daylight Savings Time begins on 

March 8
th
. Although these seasonal markers are certainly not a guarantee that winter will be finally over, 

thereôs the psychological boost that we feel when we know spring is just around the corner. From a flying 

perspective March signals longer days to fly, no more preheating, de-icing or praying the plane will start ï 

and if it does ï the flaps wonôt freeze once theyôre fully extended. 

 

This has been a tough winter with not as many flying days as many of us wanted. Others prefer just not to 

fly at all when itôs so cold.  So if you have only flown  a couple of times or not at all this winter, you 

probably need to shake some rust of your wings and get back in the cockpit. But prior to just grabbing a 

plane on the first nice day ï or taking out friends and family for a fair weather excursion, it may be a good 

idea to go back to basics and make sure your current including medical, BFR, legal to carry passengers, 

night flying, instrument approaches. Do you have the current east central AFD? Are your sectionals up to 

date ï as well as low altitude IFR maps and approach plates? Check the 09 FAR/AIM and review your 
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logbook to confirm currency and make sure you have all you need in your flight bag for making that first 

cross country hamburger run. 

 

Once those details are in order, ask yourself ï ñAm I comfortable doing all maneuvers in my aircraft ï 

including slow flight, steep turns, stall recovery and how long has it been since Iôve done a cross wind 

landing ï or even a landing in gusty winds that are blowing straight down the runway?ò  What do I do - 

crab, flaps/no flaps, airspeed? Although the temperatures improve in the spring, winds can get gusty, thus 

a good time to make sure youôre on top of your game. So, maybe before you take passengers for your first 

spring fly about, itôs probably a great idea to go up with an instructor and practice all the basics. Flying is 

about having fun, but more importantly itôs about being safe.  

 

That brings me to Safety Day, which Stick & Rudder will be hosting at the club on Saturday March 14
th
. 

We will have speakers including controllers, a flight examiner, CFIs and an A&P mechanic discussing all 

aspects of aviation safety from the ground up. There will be talks and break-out sessions with the 

opportunity to learn a lot, ask questions and do some hangar flying with the experts. Weôll kick off at 10 

am and finish up with a pot luck lunch at 12:30.  Itôs open to the public, so bring your pilot friends ï and 

wannabe pilot buddies as well, it will be a good opportunity to see how much emphasis is put on safety at 

Stick & Rudder ï and in all of General Aviation. Hopefully this will become an annual event. Although, 

weôre not charging ï we would greatly appreciate it if everyone who attends can contribute $5 (or more). 

It will be worth every penny. 

 

 Also, donôt forget the March membership meeting ï being held on Saturday March 7
th
 at 11:00 am. Weôll 

be voting on the by-laws changes which were sent out recently. 

 

Look forward to seeing everybody at the club for the upcoming events and for lots of flying over the next 

several months! 

 

 

Fall Colors in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan 
By Vince Steidl 

 

I passed my private check ride in January 2003 but didnôt fly for the next four years. 

 

My brother sent me an aerial photo of Menominee, Michigan in the fall of 2006. The vivid colors were 

amazing with the greens, yellows, and reds.  I saved this photo as a screen saver and vowed to go up 

flying again soon. One of the main reasons for my love of flying is the amazing view from above. 

Sometimes I wish I were born a bird so I could get that incredible view all the time but with my luck the 

feathered remains found in the engine of U.S. Air flight 1549 would have been mine. 

 

I finally put thoughts into action and set out to get my BFR and fly again, so I could be the one taking 

these pictures. I joined Stick & Rudder in late summer of 2007 because of the discount rates, and quickly 
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learned that there was so much more to Stick & Rudder. Stick & Rudder isnôt some discount plane rental; 

Stick & Rudder is truly a fraternity of people with a passion for flying. During Christmas of 2007 I took 

my first passengers (my brother and Keith Addison (my flying mentor) to lunch up in Janesville. OK, so 

Iôll admit, the flying was my most delicate but we made it in one piece and there were some great 

memories. I vowed to my brother that I would come up to Menominee to get some aerial photos with him 

in the fall. 

 

I planned the flight for optimal fall foliage, combined with a decent VFR day so the second weekend in 

October seemed a good choice. 

 

I invited Ken Jeep and Jim Holbrook to fly up with me. We picked the date and on 10/11/08 set out. 

Weather was almost perfect with unlimited visibility in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan. I took the first 

leg from KUGN to MNM and headed up the lakefront in 5266K. Winds were very favorable for this leg 

and we arrived in Menominee in no time. We were treated to Subway sandwiches that my brother brought 

to the Menominee-Marinette  airport for us. As some of you may know, our four-person Cessna aircrafts 

seem to have a problem carrying four fully-grown adults, so Ken was gracious enough to stay in 

Menominee as Kurt, Jim and I headed off to Iron County airport. With Jim as PIC we followed the 

Menominee River up to Iron County Airport (50D) while Kurt and I bounced around from window to 

window like two kids being driven through an African game preserve. We took countless photos with our 

digital toys. The Menominee River drops some 700 feet from Iron Mountain to Menominee and has over a 

dozen dams along its 200 miles. It was an incredible display of brilliant yellows, oranges, reds and green 

along a winding river with seemingly endless small picturesque dams. 

  

The scenery was  beautiful as we passed over Iron Mountain Ski Resort and headed to our destination. We 

landed at Iron County airport (50D) to get a closer look and take a short break. It was desolate with only 

flies, an empty FBO building and a 172 with a flat tire to greet us. It gave me the feeling that we had 

overshot  into the Canadian wilderness. 

 

After a few photos for posterity's sake (including a few of Jim as he exited an outhouse) we departed to 

the east for Escanaba (ESC).  We touched down, did a full stop taxi back and quickly departed along the 

Lake Michigan shoreline back to Menominee. We greeted Ken and decided to go sight-seeing in 

Menominee. A good time was had by all as we walked to the end of the breakers wall and past the 

lighthouse, and basked in the warm sun. It wasnôt too long until my stomach was screaming for attention 

so we got into my brother's car and headed to dinner at Schloegelôs. If you have an appetite for excellent 

Reuben sandwiches, itôs worth the flight up to KMNM to eat one of these babies; just donôt forget your 

Lipitor.  

 

Ken took the final leg home as we said our goodbyes to my brother and Menominee and headed down the 

lakefront toward KUGN. It was getting late and the winds were against us at 3,000, so we got the weather 

and winds aloft, then headed up to 9,500. We finally got back to KUGN after dark and Ken made an 

excellent landing on 14 with no landing light. The photos are remarkable with my 7 mega pixel camera 

and my brother's 10 mega pixel camera.  

This is why I love to fly. 
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A note from your editorétell me your stories! 

 

Iôve been very fortunate to receive two articles from Vince Steidl recently, complete with photos.  And Iôd 

love to see more of your stories, of places youôve been and seen.  If youôve flown somewhere and can tell 

us about the trip, that would be fantastic.  And if youôve gone somewhere that could be a great flying 

destination, even though you didnôt do it yourself ï share that as well!  Your ideas and experiences are 

what make this club work.  You can reach me any time through email at kd_hughes@sbcglobal.net, or call 

me at 847-249-5403.   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kd_hughes@sbcglobal.net


HANGAR TALK   March 2009 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 ADVERTISEMENT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mutual Ace Hardware 

Dane Sheahan 
1393 Half Day Road 

Highland Park, IL 60035 
Phone:(847) 432-0026FAX: (847) 432-9405 

eMail: dane@mutualace.com 

 
 


